CHAPTER V
LAST YEARS AT McGILL
RUTHERFORD TO HIS WIFE
Montreal: ijan. 1905. This is the first day of the New Year and I trust
we will both have as happy a time as in the old year, I don't suppose
this year will be quite so full of important happenings as last year for
I have been amazed when I reflect on the number of things I got through.
There was my visit to St Louis, followed by the lectures in the States,
the publication of my book, the voyage to England and my lecture
there, the publication of the Bakerian Lecture and my paper to the
Electrical Congress, also the address at St Louis, and finally the Rumford
Medal, and the award of the Silliman Lectures, It would be difficult to
do more in the course of one year, I have had a pretty busy week of
work preparing my book. ,
ii Feb. 1905. We are having a very hard winter.. .fortunately the
house is warm. My work is progressing rapidly, both as regards any
book and research. I have recently found another product in radium,
and in addition have found the charge carried by the alpha rays> which
J. J. has been trying to get for the last six months. I am sending a letter
to Nature about it tomorrow. Mrs Morin now docs my typewriting*
It is very handy as I give her the papers, and get them back as I require
them. She is more careful than Miss Rand makes very few mistakes, I
of course pay her at a fair rate. She enjoys typewriting and is tickled to
death at earning a little money for herself! She has already typed about
150 pages for me. Work in the lab. is getting on very well indeed.
Godlewski is getting on in first rate style, also Eve and Bronson, By the
way I have a most startling piece of news for you. Eve is engaged to the
younger Miss Brooks of Dunham College.  Eve told Harkncss on
Saturday. I don't know how he has managed to sec much of her and
havp not yet seen him to gain particulars. Nobody had the slightest
suspicion of the coming event I feel we are both responsible for the
event, as he would not have known the Broob without our inter-
mediacy.,. .1 am intending to insure my life for 4000 or 5000 dollars
in the New York Life on die 20 year basis, I think it is a good way to